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aboutparachute®

THE COOL, THE CLASSIC, THE ORIGINAL. Parachute® landed in 1999, but it wasn’t till 

2001 that it started operating as a full-scale type foundry.  By then several designers had 

joined in to form a select group of open-minded, free-spirited indivinduals/friends.  Graphic 

designers, illustrators, educators, typographers, with fresh ideas and a strong desire to 

design sophisticated typefaces which reflect current cultures and trends.  Parachute® is 

based in Athens and is the major font supplier to most publishing houses and advertising 

agencies in Greece.  It has built a strong network of valuable relationships with custom-

ers in Europe, United States, Canada and Australia, by providing custom font services and 

corporate font licensing.  It’s clientelle includes multinational companies such as Ikea, Vo-
dafone, Nestle and Unilever, advertising agencies such as DDB, Leo Burnett, McCann 
Erickson, BBDo, Saatchi & Saatchi, Lowe, TBWA, Spot Thompson, publications such 

as National Geographic, Playboy, FHM, Elle, Vogue, Harper’s Bazaar, Marie Claire, 
PC Magazine, Lucky, PC World, Votre Beauté and many, many others.  In the last 5 

years Parachute’s designers (a.k.a. Parachuters) have won three major typeface design 

awards, while their work has been featured and extensively presented in design-oriented 

magazines.  The year 2003 marked the beginning of a new era for Parachute® with the 

release of a major 200-page catalog, which contained Greek and Latin typeface speci-

mens.  This catalog/book included several classic revivals of historical importance, as well 

as many original font designs.  Since then an emphasis was placed on multilingual support 

and OpenType® technology.  In the spring of 2004 Parachute’s first opentype “Pro” font 

was released. “Archive Pro” an award winning typeface with multilingual support (over 

1.350 glyphs/font), kerning for all European languages as well as advanced typographic 

features, was first presented at the “Adobe Creative Days 2004” forum, which was held 

in Athens, Greece.  From then on, all Parachute® fonts have been redesigned to offer multi-

lingual support, which includes major scripts such as Latin, Greek and Cyrillic.

0�
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opentype®and
parachute®fonts

OpenType® is a new font format developed jointly by Adobe and Microsoft.  This tech-

nology is becoming the new world standard for font development.  There are three ma-

jor advantages over older formats such as TrueType and Postscript: 1. Cross-platform 

compatibility (a single file for both PC and Mac offering absolute compatibility between 

the two platforms)  2. Multilingual support (multiple language character sets can be ac-

cessed from the same font).  This is particularly useful to advertising agencies, publishing 

houses, multinational corporations and every other company small or large with accounts 

and products with an international flair.  Most Parachute fonts come complete with a full 

range of characters to support all European languages  3. Advanced layout features (an 

exciting function which provides access to advanced typographic features such as small 

caps, ligatures, oldstyle figures, swashes, etc).  They enable the discriminating designer to 

set text professionally and add a touch of class to the page.  Parachute openType fonts 

with advanced layout features and multilingual support are distinguished from the other 

“simple” openType fonts by the word “Pro” which is part of the font name.  The advanced 

layout features cannot be accessed unless they are supported by your programs.  Currently 

(early 2007), only InDesignCS, IllustratorCS, PhotoshopCS and QuarkXpress7 support these 

advanced features.

THE dESIGN Of PARACHUTE fONTS.  Parachute fonts are designed by indivinduals who 

are familiar with Latin, Greek and Cyrillic.  These are designers who have studied the par-

ticulars of each and every script in order to provide sophisticated, well-balanced, properly 

kerned and professionally designed typefaces in all different languages.  Parachute online 

fonts are offered exclusively in OpenType format and they are released only after they 

have been thoroughly tested and reviewed.

0�



|  c opy r i gh t  ©  2007  Pa rachu te  Wo r l dw ide  |  a l l  r i gh t s  r e se r ved

: PF FUSIoN SANS PRo

0�

How to type
Multilingual text

It’s never been easier to type or edit multilingual text.  All you need is:  1. a program 

which supports opentype fonts (see below),  2. switch your keyboard to the languages 

you are interested in and  3. use opentype fonts which support the specific languages 

(Parachute fonts support all European languages).  Please note that if you only need to 

edit an existing multilingual text i.e. copy/paste or change fonts, you don’t have to add or 

switch keyboards.

HOw TO SwITCH kEybOARdS.  First you add the new languages to the system.  The 

steps are similar on both platforms  1. On the PC (Windows XP) you go to the <control 

panel> section and choose <regional and languages options>.  Select <languages> and 

follow the instructions to add the new languages (for earlier versions please refer to their 

manuals).  Once added, you can switch between keyboards through the language bar 

that appears on the desktop or through a key sequence  2. On the Mac (MacOsX) you 

go to <system preferences> and select <international>.  Then you choose <input menu> 

and checkmark the languages you want to add.  Once added, you can switch between 

keyboards through the language palette which appears on the desktop’s menu bar or 

through a key sequence.  Please visit Parachute’s web site or click on the following link  

to go directly to the <international keyboard layouts> support page.  View them on screen 

or download for your reference.

AbOUT GREEk POLyTONIC.  Add Greek Polytonic to the system by following above in-

structions.  Once added, you need to know the key combinations for typing your text.  

Please visit Parachute’s web site or click on the following link  to go directly to the <how 

to type Greek Polytonic support page>.  View the typing instructions on screen or download 

for your reference.

mAjOR PROGRAmS THAT SUPPORT OPENTyPE.  Currently (early 2007), the programs 

known to support OpenType are:  InDesignCS, IllustratorCS, PhotoshopCS, Microsoft Office, 

CorelDraw and QuarkXpress 7.

SySTEm REqUIREmENTS.  Windows 2000 or later, MacOsX or later.

http://www.parachute.gr/support.aspx?Keyboards=1
http://www.parachute.gr/support.aspx?HowTo=1
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fontcredits

fUSION SANS PRO.  Fusion Sans is an amalgamation of traditional early nineteenth-cen-

turry sans-serif letters. Despite its monotone structure it retains certain features common 

to roman. For instance lowercase ‘a’ and the two-storey ‘g’ are normal roman characters, 

while most letters are designed with a thinning of stroke at the junction of rounds to stems. 

Other letters are borrowed from earlier gothics, like lowercase ‘t’ which was first seen on a 

typeface that was developed by Paul Rand for Westinghouse in 1960. Fusion Sans is a tall 

family of 4 weights which is suitable for long headlines. The new ‘Pro’ version developed 

in 2006, provides support for all European languages including Greek and Cyrillic while it 

comes loaded with 19 special opentype features.

format  οpentype PS

scripts  latin, greek, cyrillic, eastern european, turkish, baltic

glyphs  1057 /font

kerning  applied to all languages

pro features  19

weights  4

recommended for  catalogs, magazines, newspapers

designer  Panos Vassiliou 

© 1996-2006
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thedesigner

PANOS VASSILIOU.  Panos Vassiliou has conducted numerous seminars for leading Ca-

nadian companies and institutions such as Bank of Nova Scotia, Royal Bank and Sony 

Canada. He has organized and promoted several educational and cultural conferences.  

Two years after his graduation from the University of Toronto/Canada, where he studied 

Applied Science and Engineering, he pursued a teaching career at George Brown College/

Toronto, first in the Information Systems Department and later in the Media & Graphic 

Arts Department.  He has been Creative Director for the Canadian design firm AdHaus, 

former Publisher of the monthly magazine DNA (Greece) and Secretary-General for the 

Hellenic Canadian Congress (Ontario, Canada).  He has been designing typefaces since 

1993, including commercial fonts as well as commissions from Vodafone, Nestlé, Ikea 
and National Geographic.  He is regularly invited as a guest speaker to conferences and 

seminars, to speak on typography and related topics.  After moving to Greece, he started 

Parachute in 1999 setting the base for a typeface library that reflected the works of some 

of the best contemporary Greek designers, as well as creatives around the world obsessed 

with type.  Some of his favorite designs include Agora Pro, Square Sans Pro, Fuel Pro, 
Champion Script Pro.  He received a design award for his typeface Archive at the EΒΓΕ 

AWARDS 2004.  As early as spring 2004 he released Archive Pro, his first opentype font 

with special typographic features and multilingual support for all European languages 

including Greek and Cyrillic.
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NOTE: All weights contain the same pro features, the same language range and the 
full character set as seen on page 10. 

Light

Medium

Heavy

Black

AeΕf	 БеЕъ	 ∆εEξ

AeΕf	 БеЕъ	 ∆εEξ
AeAe	 БеЕъ	 ∆εEξ
AeAe	 БеЕъ	 ∆εEξ

stylesfontweights



supportedlanguages

GB English  

GR Greek

FR French  

DE German

RU Russian

ES Spanish  

IT Italian

PT Portuguese

CS Serbian

BG Bulgarian

TR Turkish

BY Belorussian

SE Swedish

CZ Czech

HU Hungarian

RO Romanian

FI Finnish

NL Dutch

NO Norwegian

IS Icelandic

IE Irish

AL Albanian

HR Croatian

SK Slovak

MD Moldovan

DK Danish

UA Ukranian

PL Polish

EE Estonian

LV Latvian

SI Slovene

LT Lithuanian

ID Indonesian

MT Maltese

PH Filipino

TW Taiwanese

mAjOR LANGUAGES 

Following is a list of all major encodings (codepages) and languages supported. This type-

face supports over 100 languages simultaneously, integrating within the same font Latin, 

Greek, Cyrillic, Eastern European, Baltic and Turkish scripts.  If you would like to see a full 

character set of this typeface (including all special characters), go to the character set 

section on page 10.

 

mAjOR COdEPAGES
1252 Latin-1

1253 Greek

1250 Eastern European

1251 Cyrillic

1254 Turkish

1257 Baltic
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thefullcharacterset

A	B	C	D	E	F	G	H	I	J	K	L	M	N	O	P	Q	R	S	T	U	V	W	X	Y	Z	@	a	b	c	d	e	f	g	h	i	j	k	l	m	n	o	p	q	r	s	
t	u	v	w	x	y	z	&	1	2	3	4	5	6	7	8	9	0	€	$	£	¥
À	Á	Â	Ä	Ã	Å	Ā	Ă	Ą	Æ	Ǽ	Ć	Ĉ	Ċ	Č	Ç	Ď	Đ	È	É	Ê	Ë	Ē	Ĕ	Ė	Ę	Ě	Ð	Ĝ	Ğ	Ġ	Ģ	Ĥ	Ħ	Ì	Í	Î	Ï	Ĩ	Ī	Ĭ	Į	İ	IJ	Ĵ	Ķ	Ĺ	
Ļ	Ľ	Ŀ	Ł	Ń	Ň	Ñ	Ņ	Ŋ	Ò	Ó	Ô	Ö	Õ	Ō	Ŏ	Ő	Ø	Ǿ	Œ	Ŕ	Ŗ	Ř	Š	Ś	Ŝ	Ş	Ș	Ţ	Ť	Ŧ	Ù	Ú	Û	Ü	Ũ	Ū	Ŭ	Ů	Ű	Ų	Ẁ	Ẃ	
Ŵ	Ẅ	Ý	Ỳ	Ÿ	Ŷ	Ž	Ź	Ż	Þ	à	á	â	ä	ã	å	ā	ă	ą	æ	ǽ	ć	ĉ	ċ	č	ç	ď	đ	ð	è	é	ê	ë	ē	ĕ	ė	ě	ę	ĝ	ğ	ġ	ģ	ĥ	ħ	ì	í	
î	ï	î	ĩ	ī	ĭ	į	ı	ĳ	ĵ	ķ	ĸ	ĺ	ļ	ľ	ŀ	ł	ń	ň	ñ	ņ	ŉ	ŋ	ò	ó	ô	ö	õ	ō	ŏ	ő	ø	ǿ	œ	ŕ	ŗ	ř	ś	š	ŝ	ş	ș	ß	ţ	ť	ŧ	ù	ú	û	ü	
ũ	ū	ŭ	ů	ű	ų	ẁ	ẃ	ŵ	ẅ	ý	ỳ	ŷ	ÿ	ź	ž	ż	þ	ə
Α	Β	Γ	∆	Ε	Ζ	Η	Θ	Ι	Κ	Λ	Μ	Ν	Ξ	Ο	Π	Ρ	Σ	Τ	Υ	Φ	Χ	Ψ	Ω	α	β	γ	δ	ε	ζ	η	θ	ι	κ	λ	μ	ν	ξ	ο	π	ρ	σ	ς	τ	υ	φ	
χ	ψ	ω	Ά		Έ		Ή		Ί		Ό		Ώ	Ϊ	Ϋ	ά	έ	ή	ί	ό	ώ	ϊ	ϋ	ΐ	ΰ	
А	Б	В	Г	Д	Е	Ё	Ж	З	И	Й	К	Л	М	Н	О	П	Р	С	Т	У	Ф	Х	Ц		Ч	Ш	Щ	Ъ	Ы	Ь	Э	Ю	Я	Ђ	Ѓ	Є	Ѕ	І	Ї	Ј	Љ	
Њ	Ћ	Ќ	Ў	Ґ	Џ	а	б	в	г	д	е	ё	ж	з	и	й	к	л	м	н	о	п	р	с	т	у	ф	х	ц	ч	ш	щ	ъ	ы	ь	э	ю	я	ђ	ѓ	є	ѕ	і	ї	
ј	љ	њ	ћ	ќ	ў	ґ	џ	ә
																																										ì	í	î	ï			
																																															
																																	
																																
ff	fi	ffi			fl	ffl	st
μ	π	∆	∇	∏	∑	ℓ	∂	√	∞	◊	∧	∨	∩	∪	^	∫	℮	−	+	±	¬	×	÷	<	=	>	~	≈		≠	≤	≥
½	⅓	⅔	¼	¾	⅕	⅖	⅗	⅘	⅙	⅚	⅛	⅜	⅝	⅞	⅟	%	‰		⁄	
																
																
																		
									ⁿ										È									
														
																												
												
₁	₂	₃	₄	₅	₆	₇	₈	₉	₀	₊	₋	₌	₍	₎
¹	²	³	⁴	⁵	⁶	⁷	⁸	⁹	⁰	⁺	⁻	⁼	⁽	⁾
!	?	.	,	:	;	¡	¿	*	(	/	)	[	\	]	{	|	}	«	»	‹	›	“	”	‘	’	“	‘	‚	„	.	,	…	-	–	―	·	·	†	‡	§	¶

Latin

Accented Latin glyphs

Greek

Cyrillic

Latin Small Caps

Greek Small Caps

ligatures

math symbols

fractions

lining proportional

oldstyle tabular

oldstyle proportional

superior letters- Latin

superior letters-Greek

numerators & denominators

uppercase variants

scientific inferior

superscripts

punctuation

NOTE_1: The full character set applies to all styles/weights. Some weights, such as italics may con-
tain more characters. You may view the full character set for each and every font weight by visiting 
our site at  www.parachute.gr  NOTE_2: Most floating accents are not shown to save up space.

http://www.parachute.gr
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thefullcharacterset

©	®	℗	™	'	"	°	#		℃	℉	№	¦	ƒ	¢	•	‣	℅			_ª	º	ʹ	Å	Ω
←	↑	→	↓	↖	↘	↪	↩	↳	↵	⇞	⇟	⇠	⇡	⇢	⇣	⇤	⇥	⇧	⇪

miscellaneous

arrows

various symbols

NOTE_1: The full character set applies to all styles/weights. Some weights, such as italics may 
contain more characters. You may view the full character set for each and every font weight by visit-
ing our site at  www.parachute.gr   NOTE_2: Most floating accents are not shown to save up space.  
NOTE_3: The characters ‘various symbols’ are shown as a low-resolution image (zooming is limited).

http://www.parachute.gr
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1. OLdSTyLE fIGURES:  Changes selected figures from the default lining to oldstyle i.e. numbers of 
varying height. These are appropriate for use with lowercase text. They come in two different styles: 
tabular and proportional. Tabular figures have equal widths (useful for tables, so that numbers line 
up from one line to the next) whereas proportional have varying widths and are basically used within 
a sentence.

2|7|6|0		‣		|||
2760		‣		

2. LINING fIGURES:  This feature changes selected figures from oldstyle to the default lining form.  
Lining figures are numbers which fit better with all-capital text and they are of the same height as 
capitals or a bit smaller. They also come in two different styles: tabular and proportional.	

		‣		

|||		‣		2|7|6|0

3. PROPORTIONAL fIGURES:  Replaces selected figure glyphs which are set on tabular widths (lining 
or oldstyle), with corresponding glyphs set on proportional widths (lining or oldstyle).

2|7|6|0		‣		
|||		‣		

4. TAbULAR fIGURES:  Replaces selected figure glyphs which are set on proportional widths (lining 
or oldstyle), with corresponding glyphs set on tabular widths (lining or oldstyle).

		‣		2|7|6|0
		‣		|||

5. SmALL CAPS:  This feature formats lowercase text as small caps. These are not computer gener-
ated scaled-down versions of capitals, but rather glyphs which have been designed to match the 
weight and proportions of the rest of the family characters. They are often used in combination with 
oldstyle figures, for acronyms and abbreviations and stylistically at the beginning of a paragraph (this 
feature includes Latin and Greek small caps).

typography		‣		
τυπογραφία		‣		

supportedOTfeatures
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supportedOTfeatures

6. SmALL CAPS fROm CAPITALS:  Replaces capital glyphs with small caps (this feature includes 
Latin and Greek small caps).

TYPOGRAPHY		‣		

ΤΥΠΟΓΡΑΦΙΑ		‣		

7. LIGATURES:  Replaces a sequence of glyphs with a single glyph, creating a professional-looking text 
with no peculiar collisions among letters.  This feature covers the standard f-ligatures, as well as few 
other ones used in normal conditions.

ffj		‣			 fjord		‣		ord	 after		‣		aster

affluent		‣		affluent	 bullfighter		‣		bullfighter

8. dISCRETIONARy LIGATURES:  Replaces a sequence of glyphs with a single glyph. It differs from the 
previous feature in the fact that it activates special (non-standard) ligatures for Latin and Greek.

c/o	George	Lewis		‣		℅	George	Lewis				(care	of)

Υ/Ο	Νίκου	Πετρίδη		‣			Νίκου	Πετρίδη				(υπόψιν)

α/α	Νίκος	Πετρίδης		‣			Νίκος	Πετρίδης				(αντ’	αυτού)

9. SUPERIORS:  Replaces lining and oldstyle figures with superior figures and lowercase letters with 
superior letters. These superior glyphs are not computer generated scaled-down versions but are rather 
redesigned to match the weight of the regular glyphs. Superior figures are used mainly for footnotes 
and superior letters for abbreviated titles (this feature includes Latin as well as Greek superior 
lowercase and capital letters).

footnote3		‣		footnote³					h2=x2+y2		‣		h²=x²+y²					

Dr		‣		D	 Mme		‣		M	 ∆ρ		‣		∆

DR		‣		D	 MME		‣		M	 ∆Ρ		‣		∆

10. SCIENTIfIC INfERIORS:  Replaces lining and oldstyle figures with inferior figures.  They have been 
designed to match the weight of the regular glyphs and sit lower than the standard baseline.  Used 
primarily for mathematical and chemical notations.

H2O		‣		H₂O
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11. NUmERATORS:  Substitutes selected numbers (and basic punctuation) which precede a slash with 
numerator glyphs and replaces the typographic slash with the fraction slash.

253/		‣		⁄	 85,6/		‣		⁄

12. dENOmINATORS:  Substitutes selected numbers (and basic punctuation) which follow a slash with 
denominator glyphs and replaces the typographic slash with the fraction slash.

/253		‣		⁄	 /85,6		‣		⁄

13. fRACTIONS:  Figures separated by slash, are replaced with diagonal fractions.

5/8		‣		⅝	 3/4		‣		¾

14. ORdINALS:  Contextually replaces default alphabetic glyphs which follow numbers with super-
scripted glyphs and the sequence ‘No’ with the numero character (No). This feature includes Latin as 
well as Greek lowercase and capital ordinals.

1st		‣		1	 2nd		‣		2ⁿ	 28th		‣		28	 No		‣		№

1er		‣		1	 2ème		‣		2	 2ND		‣		2

1ος		‣		1	 2η		‣		2	 53ου		‣		53	 3ΟΣ		‣		3

15. ORNAmENTS/VARIOUS SymbOLS:  This feature may replace the bullet or other characters with 
any of the available ornaments/symbols. All of them are best accessed from the program’s ‘Glyphs Pal-
ette’ when available. There is a total of 270 ornaments/symbols included for packaging, public areas, 
environment, transportation, computers, fabric care, urban life. (full list on page 11)

➔	o	»	}	~	“	Υ	Τ	Φ	♻	♺	v	w	Ε	

16. CASE-SENSITIVE fORmS:  Shifts punctuation marks up to work better with capital letters and 
lining figures since by default they sit lower to properly mix with lowercase characters.

[(HELLO)]		‣		HELLO	 «ПРИВЕТ»		‣		ПРИВЕТ

supportedOTfeatures
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17. CAPITAL SPACING:  Globally adjusts inter-glyph spacing for all capitals.  This feature can be 
applied (opens up the space in-between them) when text is set all-capital in order to make it more 
legible.

PARACHUTE		‣		PARACHUTE

 
18. SLASHEd ZERO:  Replaces the regular form of zero with an alternate form which includes a slash 
through the counter. This is particularly useful when capitals are mixed with numbers in which case 
capital O may be difficult to distinguish from zero 0.

0		‣			 20	OBJECTS		‣		2	OBJECTS

19. ACCESS ALL ALTERNATES:  All variations of a selected character are accessible with this feature 
from the glyph palette of all programs that support OT features.

2		‣		2²₂	 €		‣		€

supportedOTfeatures
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specimens

17.	latin samples

18.	greek samples

19.	cyrillic samples
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What follows is a set of Latin samples for PF Fusion Sans Pro. Greek and Cyrillic script samples are covered in other sec-

tions of this specimen manual. For more samples, please visit our site at www.parachute.gr and try the FonTestDriver™, 

our advanced evaluation font tool which supports simultaneously Latin, Greek and Cyrillic.

latinsamples

FUSION	SANS	LATIN

les	nouveaux	prêt	à	porter

STRENGTH

booming	Economy,	rElAxEd	lifEstylE,	dEAd	brAins

mass	market	graphic	activism	in	progress

typography

THESSALONIKI
intErnAtionAl	film	fEstiVAl
unexpected

time	is	the	only	truly	scarce	commodity

http://www.parachute.gr
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What follows is a set of Greek samples for PF Fusion Sans Pro. Latin and Cyrillic script samples are covered in other sec-

tions of this specimen manual. For more samples, please visit our site at www.parachute.gr and try the FonTestDriver™, 

our advanced evaluation font tool which supports simultaneously Latin, Greek and Cyrillic.

greeksamples

FUSION	SANS	ΕΛΛΗΝΙΚΑ

νέα	επενδυτικά	προγράμματα

Αποκτήστε	τώρα	την	πιο	εξελιγμένη	κινητή	τηλεφωνία

∆ΙΕΘΝΕΣ	ΦΕΣΤΙΒΑΛ	ΚΙΝΗΜΑΤΟΓΡΑΦΟΥ

φλεξογραφία

ΘΕΣΣΑΛΟΝΙΚΗ
ΕΛΛΗΝΟΛΑΤΙΝΙΚΟ	ΜΕΙΓΜΑ	ΜΕ	ΠΡΟΣΦΑΤΕΣ	ΚΥΡΙΛΛΙΚΕΣ	ΠΡΟΣΜΕΙΞΕΙΣ	ΚΑΙ

κληροδότημα
Η	ΑΙΣΙΟ∆ΟΞΙΑ	ΕΙΝΑΙ	ΜΙΑ	ΣΤΡΑΤΗΓΙΚΗ	ΓΙΑ	ΕΝΑ	ΚΑΛΥΤΕΡΟ	

οι	μόδες	χάνονται	το	στυλ	είναι	αιώνιο

ΤΑΞΙ∆ΙΩΤΗΣ

http://www.parachute.gr
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What follows is a set of Cyrillic samples for PF Fusion Sans Pro. Greek and Latin script samples are covered in other sec-

tions of this specimen manual. For more samples, please visit our site at www.parachute.gr and try the FonTestDriver™, 

our advanced evaluation font tool which supports simultaneously Latin, Greek and Cyrillic.

cyrillicsamples

FUSION	SANS	кириллица

нЕ	испытано	на	животных

карьЕра

дневник
курение	вредит	вашему	здоровью

русское	искусство	в	сердце	англии

Москва-Афины

каждая	его	линия	полна	благородства

путЕводитЕль

защитить	тропические	леса

http://www.parachute.gr
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You may reproduce this manual and distribute it freely, provided you do not edit the document and/or 
remove the copyright information.  Parachute assumes no responsibility or liability for any errors or inac-
curacies that may appear in this document.  Contents ate subject to change without notice.
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